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A Tough Editor and a Gang of Toughs

THE WASHINGTON POST
17 February 1980

In the honky-tonk border town of Ti-
Juana, Mexican government. officials,
enraged by a newspaper called ABC.
and its stories of widespread’ corrup-

. tion, wreaked the kind of revenge.
_ against- their: tormentor that Richard:
Nixon and his assoc:am could only
dream about. ;.

from a- government-controlled labor
union:stormed-into: the:ABC news of-
fices and took pos%sion. The paper
“was shut down.™", %
When ABC eventually raumed pub-
lcation,’it wasn'tithe -Same newspaper.
- Editor-Jesus Blancornelas and his staff]
" of fiercely.-indépendent investigative
“reporters had:been. feplaced by hacks
- certified as Joyal'to the government. . -
The takeover of:ABC and ouster of 1ts
staff were: ﬂagrant" violations. of : the
 press freedom guaranteed by Mexxco S
‘ progre&iver&*constitution ~The more
characteristi¢’ method’l,usbed b:o;;fsure
favorable press is simple bri with
-’ public money.s ¥ aiiRoe s sy
.~ Blancornelas, however, refused to ac-
_cept the payola, On the contrary, he
dared to write a series of articles about”
Baja California: Gov. -Roberto de la
*Madrid; a- lifelong friend of. Mexican
President José Lopez Portillo. a
Among- -the- $.embarrassing things
- Blancornelas printed about the gover-
nor: were that he had put 28 members
of his family on: the government pay-:
roll; that-he had lét his campaign man- 4
ager avoid millions. in taxes on butane.
gas imported from:the United . Statesg
.and that he-had. pnrchased four air-
planes with governmient funds and j pe1l-
m:ttedhisrelaﬁmtousethemonva—
- cation junkets to Acapuleo.y; . -7, -
. -. The governor’s response’ was to eo.ll1
;the -gutsy -editor,an’insect.” The gov-}
ernment otﬁciaradded ominously' “We{
all knowhowtogetrid o!insects-—-with
‘insecticide.””:

- _Poisonous stori wérfleakedto §§1v'
.ernment-controlled newspapers, 214

Jda cornelas a- 8] ‘aKu

Last November;, a gangfof 250 toughs"

Kmxﬂmmembsnmmma‘

: ‘The building:that:housed ABC: was-.
suddenly:sold. to a° good friend of the’
governor.' Blancornelas ‘was not: given'

Abe "eption . at‘bnyhz;tho - building, 7

though that & required by Mexican ]
law. Advertisers. canceled their con-
tracts_ aunder pressure from the govern
ment, sources-told my assoeiate Gary
Cohn. The Tijuana Chamber of Com- !
. merce msﬂtnted a boywtt of the news-
aper.

P %?hen this harasment failed to si-q
lence .Blancornelas, . the _government-*
. backed .union goons seized the news-
paper offices while police looked on. -

.. .Driven eut by force, the scrappy edi-
tor started -2 -newsletter. calied "ABC-+
Two, which had a brief suceess until .
printers in Tijuana, underpressure.,
- from the government, retused to pnnt
. the publication. - - ;

Still,” Blancornelas rezusad to. sayd
“uncle. In ‘self-imposed exile in :the
. United States; he is now trying to raise

{ money for,another independent news-

R . e R IR P
‘. pa%: ‘Washington-based - Council on
' Hemispheric' Affairs has been assisting:
Blancornelas in his efforts. Apparently.
as a'result 62 this support, 2 Mexican
 military inteltigence agent made a spe-’
cial trip frony Mexico City to Washing-
"ton to- !nvestigate COEA and its direo-
~tor, Larry-Birns, -« B B e
- Unfortunately, Blaneomelas isn't the
:first independent journalist to feel the
" wrath> of: high Mexican officials. In
-1976, for instance, then-president. Luis,.
Echeverria was directly responsible for |
- gusting the éditorial staff of the re-!
“spected Mgxico City daily Excelsior be-J
;- cause, it opposed the president’s standu
,.ona resolution in the United Nations:.; 4

% “All this happened despite the suppos
- edlys fronclad -protection- ‘guaran
the press by the Mexican constitution.

%.xIn,the. United States; the indepen<
dencer of the media is being threatened

»bx + subtler -* Jegal -- means—Supreme
¢ Court decisions- that: -interpret; First

k Amendment protections. out ‘of

'‘ence;~The’ 'guiding .spirit:-behind the.
. court’s attacks on the pras-—Chief Jus-
tlce Warren Burger—has not yet ¢
‘ newsmen “insects” though he has re-

* ferred to critical reporte.rsas a bunch’;

- of pipsqueaks.®. b s 4 ¢ By >’t«§:-

By c,an‘t ‘happen: here? Don’twbe%m~
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